Tour to the Holy Land

Friday 12 March – Friday 19 March 2010

Leader: Fr Brendan McConvery C.Ss.R.

Faculty of Theology, Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth

Itinerary

Suggested day to day programme:

Day 1: Friday 12 March

Depart Dublin via Frankfurt to Tel Aviv.  On arrival meet and greet at the airport and transfer to Tiberias for overnight.

Day 2: Saturday 13 March

Commence the day by enjoying a boat trip on the Sea of Galilee.  Afterwards visit Capernaum and proceed to Tabgha - visit the site of the Miracle of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes.  Continue to the Church of the Primacy of St. Peter (Mensa Christi).  Celebrate Mass on the Mount of Beatitudes - Site of the Sermon on the Mount. 

Continue via Kursi and the eastern shores of the Sea of Galilee to the Jordan River Baptism Site.   Return to hotel for dinner and overnight in Tiberias. 

Day 3: Sunday 14 March

Breakfast at hotel. Drive to Mount Tabor, scene of the Transfiguration and ascend the mountain by taxi.  Then onwards to Cana of Galilee - site of the first miracle at the wedding feast.  Drive to Nazareth. Visit the home of the Holy Family, St. Joseph’s workshop, the Church of the Annunciation and Mary’s Well. 

Return to Tiberias for dinner and overnight.

Day 3: Sunday 14 March

Breakfast at hotel. Drive to Mount Tabor, scene of the Transfiguration and ascend the mountain by taxi.  Then onwards to Cana of Galilee - site of the first miracle at the wedding feast.  Drive to Nazareth. Visit the home of the Holy Family, St. Joseph’s workshop, the Church of the Annunciation and Mary’s Well. 

Return to Tiberias for dinner and overnight.

Day 4: Monday 15 March

Breakfast at hotel. Check out and drive along the Jordan Valley bypassing Jericho – view Mount of Temptation.  Continue to Qumram – enjoy a dip in the Dead Sea.  Then drive to Jerusalem and enjoy a panoramic view of old and new Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. Check into hotel in Jerusalem for dinner and overnight.

Day 5: Tuesday 16 March

Breakfast at hotel.  Drive to the Mount of Olives, visit the Church of Ascension, Dominus Flevit and the Garden of Gethsemane. Afterwards visit the Church of All Nations and Mary’s Tomb.  Continue to St. Stephen's Gate – enter the Old City.   Visit the Church of St. Anne, Pool of Bethesda, Pilates Palace and Judgement Hall, Ecce Homo Arch and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Afterwards walk through the oriental bazaars to the Jaffa Gate. Transfer back to the hotel for dinner and overnight.

Day 6:  Wednesday 17 March
Drive to Bethlehem.  Celebrate Mass at the Church of the Nativity.  Visit the site of the Nativity,  Manger Square and Grotto of St. Jerome.  See the Shepherd’s Fields. Return to Jerusalem.  Drive to the Tomb of King David on Mt. Zion.   Afterwards visit the Upper Room, the Dormition Abbey and onwards to the Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu. Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight.

Day 7: Thursday 18 March
Breakfast at hotel.  Enter the old city through Jaffa Gate, walk through the Jewish quarter and 

the Cardo to the Temple Area. Visit the Western Wall. Walk through the oriental bazaars to Damascus Gate.  Drive to the Haas Promenade, view the Kidron Valley, proceed to visit 

Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial. Continue to Ein Karem, birthplace of St. John the Baptist and the Church of the Visitation.  Return to hotel for dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.

Day 8: Friday 19 March

Breakfast at hotel.  Drive to Abu Ghosh – visit the convent here – continue through the Judean Hills to Jaffa, visit St. Peter's Church.   Transfer to Ben Gurion Airport in time for flight home.

Proposed flights:

Friday 12 March 
Dublin Frankfurt
18.10 hrs.  
21.10 hrs.




Frankfurt Tel Aviv
22.50 hrs.  
03.45 hrs.

Friday 19 March 
Tel Aviv Frankfurt      16.35 hrs.  
20.00 hrs.




Frankfurt Dublin
22.05 hrs.  
23.10 hrs.

Accommodation:

Prima Galil Hotel, Tiberias 

This 3* hotel has been recently renovated and overlooks Tiberias on the western shores of the Sea of Galilee.  All its 170 comfortable rooms are ensuite with phone, radio, TV and safe.  It has an outdoor swimming pool.

YMCA Hotel 3 Arches, Jerusalem

Excellently located on King David Street and within walking distance of the Old city, this 3 star hotel has a total of 56 ensuite rooms.  It has its own restaurant and swimming pool.

Cost:
€1,148.00 per person sharing – half board

This tour includes:
· Return flights Dublin – Tel Aviv via Frankfurt 

· Accommodation for 7 nights in 3 star hotels 

· Dinner, bed and breakfast basis throughout

· Daily programme

· Service of an English speaking guide 

· Entrance fees where applicable
· Travel Insurance under 69 years   (69 yrs + supplement applies)


· Taxes: €195.00   

· Gratuities for guide, driver and hotel staff   (€30.00)
Extras:

· Single room supplement: €36.00 per night 
